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My dear friends,

I think you will agreewith mewhenI saythatweareliving in dark
and dismal daysof lawlessness.Themost violent crimesagainst
women,children,and theaged,arecommittedwith suchcallous
andcruelindifference.In thehomewe haveseentheerosionof
marriageasa sacredinstitution, with onein threemarriagesnow
endingin divorce.Childrenno longerappearto havethat respect
for authority which only twentyyearsagowe took for granted!
Why are thesethings so?Why hastherebeensuchabreakdown
in law and order in our societyover the last twenty-five years?
Why is it that ourprisonsareover-crowded?Whatis happeningto
our society?Wherewill it all end?Surelythesearethingswhich
deeplyconcernyou.

It is not without significancethat thesedevelopmentshavetaken
placeat atime in ourhistorywhentherehasbeensucha massive
turning away from God and His Word. A generationof young
peoplehaveneverbeento SundaySchool,neitherhavetheybeen
taught the Scripturesin the home,nor at school.Thesethings
have happenedat a time whentherehasbeenan almost total
abandonmentof the Bible andChristianstandards.

“Righteousnessexaltetha nation: but
sin is a reproachto anypeople.”(PROVERBS14 verse34)

Let me focuson two issues:

(i) Whatdoesthe Bible haveto say regarding Capital
Punishment?

“Whososheddethman’s blood, by man shall his blood
be shed;for in the imageof Godmadehe man.

(GENESIS9 verse6)

Our politiciansandjudgesarecalled‘ministers of God’, andthey
havebeendelegatedwith theresponsibilityof ‘bearingthesword’,
andtherebyensuringthat the dangerousandvicious criminal is
put to deathin fulfilment of themoralbasisofgovernmentoutlined
in Genesischapter9.

“for h~ bearethriot theswordin vain: for heis theministerof
God, a revengerto executewrathuponhimthatdoethevil”

(ROMANS 13 verse4)

According to ECCLES!ASTESchapter3 andverse3, thereis a
time to kill. Thereis a time whenthe sheddingof man’s bloodby
man is not only lawful, but necessaryif righteousnessis to exalt a
nation.It shouldnot surpriseusthereforethat therehasbeensuch
anescalationof violent crimesover thelasttwentyyears,for asa
nation we haveabandonedGod’sstandardof justiceand moral
government!

(ii) Whatdoesthe Bible teachregarding theSabbathDay?
“Rememberthe sabbathday, to keepit holy.”

(EXODUS 20 verse8)

The first dayof the week, that is, the ChristianSabbathis to be
keptasaDAY OFREST.All workof everykindoughtto ceaseas
far as possible.Our Lord taught that works of necessityand
mercymay be done.The othergreat rule abouttheSabbathis,
that IT MUST BE KEPT HOLY. It is to be a rest in which the
affairs of the soul areattendedto. It is not adayof pleasureand
inactivity, but a day whencommunionwith God and Christ are
kept up. How sadit is, that over the last twentyyearswe have
becomea nation of sabbathbreakers.

God saidof old:

“If my people,which arecalled by my name,shall
humble themselves,andpray, and seekmy face,and
turn from their wickedways; thenwill I hearfrom
heaven,andwill forgive their sin, and will heal
their land.” (2 CHRONICLES 7 verse 14)


